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August 20, 2021 

Dear Parents, 

With the start of the new school year quickly approaching, I am writing to provide a follow-up to 

my letter of August 12, which can be found here.  All of us in Herricks are excited to welcome 

our students back to school on Tuesday, August 31. We are dedicated to help transition your 

child back to school and provide the strong academic, extracurricular and athletic programs that 

are the hallmark of a Herricks education.  In addition, our team of mental health professionals are 

available to assist in providing social and emotional support to our students as they transition 

back into school. 

Our Covid safety protocols are based on recommendations made by the New York State 

Education Department (SED), the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), and the American 

Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). These protocols are similar to those that were in place last year 

when we did not have any evidence of virus transmission in our schools. The District’s Covid-19 

safety strategies include the following: 

 Facemasks will be required of all students and staff members indoors and on school busses, 
regardless of vaccination status. 

 Physical distancing: there will be a minimum of three foot social distancing in all classrooms. 
 Improved ventilation: over the summer, we reconditioned and changed the filters in all of the 

uninvent ventilation systems in each classroom to ensure the optimum circulation of fresh air. 
 Classroom windows will also remain open. 

 Proper handwashing: sinks and hand sanitizers are available for students throughout each 
school. 

 The School Info App daily health screening survey is no longer recommended and will not be 
used.  Parents are encouraged to check your child’s temperature each day and to keep your 
child home if he or she is sick. We will conduct random daily temperature checks at school. 

 Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine will take place, with the assistance 
of the Nassau County Department of Health. 

 We will continue the thorough regular cleaning and disinfecting of classrooms, buildings, and 
school busses. 

 The District will be offering voluntary Covid testing through ATC Healthcare. More information 
about this will be forthcoming. 

More details regarding our Reopening Plan Update for fall 2021 and a list of frequently asked 

questions can be found on the school reopening page of the District website 

at: www.herricks.org/Domain/1544 

https://www.herricks.org/cms/lib/NY02208178/Centricity/Domain/1544/Superintendent%20Update%20-%20August%2012%202021.pdf
http://www.herricks.org/Domain/1544


In addition, our principals will be holding virtual parent meetings next week to answer any 

questions you may have about our reopening. You will receive more information about this from 

your child’s principal. 

Although the pandemic continues to be a part of our lives, we are in a much better place than we 

were a year ago. Getting a vaccine, wearing a mask, and maintaining social distancing remain 

our best means of protection. We will continue to monitor the school guidance issued by the 

Department of Health and will update our safety protocols accordingly.  I wish you and your 

family a healthy, happy and successful new school year.  Feel free to contact me or your child’s 

principal if you have any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Regards, 

Fino Celano 

Fino M. Celano, Ed. D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
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